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Director, Standards & Regulations Division

Attentlen: ONAC Docket 81-02 {Medium and Heavy Trucks)
ANR=-190

U, S, Environmenta! Protection Agancy

Washington, D. C. 20460

Gentiamen :

In response to your request for comments pertalnlng to the possible rescission of
the 80 dB nolse standard regulation for heavy and medium. trucks published in. the
March 19, 1281 Federal Register, we offer the following. Because ths 76 dB noise -
regulation for truck-mounted. solict waste compactors s contingent upon the 80 dB

" regulation for. medium and heavy trucks, Dempster Sysatems, Inc. has a very strong

Interest in having both regulations. rescinded.

We feel that the Increased severity of the pending noise reduction reghlation:,' to
80 dB for the medium and heavy, trucks and 76 dB for the compactors, I3 un<-

. necessarily Inflationary and Is not in the interest of the general walfare of this |
weountry. Particularly in the light of the current and probable near term economic

ondlition of the Industries. involved, the Issuance of these ragulations would be-
counterproductive.: The increased cost of materlals, research and davelapment,
and- inventories of obsoleted parts would by necessity be passed an to the final
purchaser in the form of higher prices and cause him even greater burden due to
the axcaasively high costs of money at the present time,

Additiena!l research and development programs would be more expensive and the
costs more: diffilcult to recover through spreading across production units because
of the extremely low volume of units being sold at this time.. New parts and com-~
ponents developed to further reduce noise emissions will be more expensive than
otherwise would be expected, due to the low. velumes antlcipated for the near
future. Additional Increasas In the sales prices of these vehicles is just what this

depr‘esaed Industry dees not need.

New and unproven components installed for the purpose of noise reductlon may be
found to have ralatively short life spans, thus generating additional costs for the
replacement parts - as well as labor required for the parts Installation, Further-
more, additional inspection will'be needed in.order. to assure that the unit Is belng
properly maintained and that none of the nolse reduction parts have deterloerated
to the point of falllng to perform as required. Increased down time of the vahlc!e
as a whole will suraly result from the addition of these components.
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April 13, 1981
Director, Standards & Regulations Division
U. S. Environmentai Protection Avency

We feel that, while the one-year deferrai has provided temporary relief to the
compactor Industry through relaxing somewhat the urgency in research and
the poasibly haaty purchasing commitments concernlng the new components,
the regulation should. be dropped entirely. We request that both the 80 dB
ragulation for the medium' and heavy trucks and the 76 dB regulation far the
truck-mounted sofild waste compactors be rescinded permanently.

Very truly yours,

L Flel 0.l

. Jbkn F. Heindel, Manager
Rusearch & Development
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ec: - DPr. Charles Johnson, Technical Director
Natlenal: Solic ‘Wastes. Management Asgscciation
1120 Connecticut Avenus, NW ~ Sulte 930
Washington, B. C, 20036
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