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INTRODUCTION

This document updates NTID 73,1, entitled “NOISE SOURCE REGULATION IN

STATE AND LOCAL ORDINANCES," March 1, 1973, [t has been prepared as o planning
and reference guide for public administrators and other officials engaged in the development

und implementation of environmental noise control programs.

Presented herein is a summary of noise source regulations encompassed {n current state
laws and local ordinances. Data has been extracted from only those laws and ordinances
stipulating specific decibel levels, For further intormation on measurement procedures,
enforcement, fines, etc., the reader should refer to the specific law or ordinance,

The state ordinances summarized-in this report are arranged under the following topics:

o Motor Vehicles
@ Recreational Vehicles
® Land Use Regulations
& General Noise Regulations.
Details of the acoustic criteria are also presented,
The local ordinances are arranged under the following topics:
& Motor Vehicles
® Recreational Vehicles

#® Intrusive Noise Sources

# Stationary Source Limits

[
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# Construction Noise

¢ Miscellancous Neise Regulations !

Because of the many variations among jocal jutisdiction regulations, no attempt has
been made to list the specific noise level requirements for recreational vehicles, construction

equipment, or land use,

Since new ordinances are continually being enacted, this publication will be updated at
appropriate intervals.
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MOTOR VEHICLES

Table 1 summarizes the states that have acoustical criteria for motor vehicle operation

and for the sale of new vehicles, !t should be noted that Federal regulations pertaining to
interstate motor carriers over 10,000 jbs, GVWR/GCWR will become effective October 135,
1975, The Federal regulation will take precedence over existing state and local regulations,
and any subsequent state and local regulation must be the same as the Federal regulation,
Detailed noise level data arc contained in Tuble 2. Note that all numerical listings refer to

dBA level at 50 feet from the vehicle,

fﬁifﬁw‘w_m——-" e

Table |
MOTOR VEHICLES
Vehicle Operation Sala of
State New
Posted Speed | Level Street Test | Stationary Test Vehicles

Califomia X X X
Colorado X X
Connecticut X X

Indiana X

Idaho X X X
Minnesota X X
Nebraska X X

New York X X X
Nevada X X

Oregon X X X

Pennsylvania X X
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STATE NOISE REGULATIONS

Table 2

MOTOR VEHICLES FOR STREET AND HIGHWAY USE

(Al levels in dBA measured at 50 feet unless noted otherwise)

Criteris vehicle QOperation at Posted Speeds New Sales
State W. Class/Type Effective | Undcr CQver Other Date [Max,
: P Date | 35mph | 35mph Mfg. |Lewl
1. Federal Interstate Only 10-15-75 86 90 ST 8% NfA | NJA
10,000 lbs GVWR
2. Califomin GVWR over 6000 1bs 1-1.73 86 90 LS 82 A1967 | 88
A1972 ] 86
Al974) B3
Al1977 ] 80
Al1987 ]
Motoreycle N/S 82 86 L8771 ||B1970 | 92
Al1969 | 88
A1972 | 86
Al1974 | BO
A19T7 | 75
Al987 | 70
Other Vehicles & N/S 76 82 1574 A1967 | 86
Combination of A1972 | 84
Vehicles Al1974 | 8O
A1977 | 75
AI9871 70
3, Colorudo GYWR aver 8000 Ibs B1-1.75 84 86 N/S Al1731 86
Al-1-75 80 82 N/S Al-1-741 83
Al-1-75}] 80
Motorcycle B1-1.75 80 82 N/A A7-1-71| B8
Al-175 74 30 NiA || AL-1-731 86
Al-1-74| B3
Al-1-75| 80
Other Vehicles & N/S 74 80 N/S Al-1-68| 86
Combinatiosn ot Al-1-74] 83
Vehicles Al-1-75( 80
B ~ Belore LS -~ Level Stieet N/A — Not Applicable
A — After N/S — Not Specified ST - Stationary Test
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Table 2 {Cont.)

STATE NOISE REGULATIONS
MOTOR VEHICLES FOR STREET AND HIGHWAY USE

(AN levels in dBA measured at 50 feet unless noted otherwise)

Criteri Vehicle Operation at Posted Speeds New Saley
State e Wi C]e";:T . Eifective Under Over Other bate | Max.
- Llassilym Date 35 mph 35 mph Mfg, |Level
4, Connecticut GVWR of 6000 1bs or Bl-1-75 86 90 LS 82 N/S
more Al-1-75 84 88 L582 N/S
Motorcycle Bl-1-75 82 86 LS 77 N/S
Al-1-75 80 84 LS 77 N/S
Other Vehicles & N/S 76 82 LS 74 N/S
Combination of
Vehicles
5. Indiana GVWR of 70001bs or N/S 88 20 N/S
more
Motorcycles NfS 82 B6 N/S
All other vehicles N/S 76 82 N/S
6. Idaho All Vehicles 92@20| 92@20 [92@20
| 7. irimsanibi GY'WR of 6000 Ibs or B1-1-75 88 90 Al.1-72] 88
more Al-1-75 BG 90 Al-1-75] 86
Maotorcycle B1-1-75 88 90 B1.1-72! 92
Al-1.75 86 90 Al-1.72] 8B
Al-1.73] B6
Other Vehicles and Al-1.72] 86
Combination of N/S 82 86 B1.1.75} 86
Vehicles Al-1-75] 84
8. Nebraskn GYWR of 10,000 1bs B}-1-75 88 90 Al-1-72| 88
or more Al1-T75 86 20 Al-1.73] 86
Al-1-75] B4
Al-1.80] B8O
2. New York All Motor Vehicles 88 88 ST 88
B -~ Before LS -~ Level Street N/A — Not Applicuble
A — After NfS -- Not Specified ST - Stationary Test
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Tabie 2 {Cont.)

STATE NOISE REGULATIONS
MOTOR VEHICLES FOR STREET AND HIGHWAY USE

(All levels in dBA measured at 50 fect unless noted otherwise)

Criteria Vehicle Operation at Posted Specds New Sales
State Wt. Class/Type Effective | Under Over Other Date | Max,
. e Duyte | 35mph | 35mph Mlg. |Level
10, Nevada GVWR >6000 |bs. and/|! Bi-1.73 83 90 Al-1.72] 8B
o towed vehicle Al-1.73 86 90 Al-1-73] 86
Any Matorcycle 82 86 Al-1-72| 88
Al-1-73] 86
Any other vehlcle and/ 76 82 Al-1.72] 86
. or towed vehicle Al-1-73] B4
11, Oregon Truck/Bus Bi9t | 86 90 | sT94 || 1975 | 8
j B 1978 85 87 ST 91 Al1976] B3
; A ]978 82 84 STB8 || A1978] 80
|
? Matorcycle B 1975 84 88 sT94 || 1975 | 86
1975 81 85 ST 91 Al97a) 83
B 1978 78 82 ST 88 || A1978 B0
A 1978 73 77 ST 83
_3 Automobiles, light B 1976 81 8s §TO2 || 1975] 83
5 trucks, all other vehicles| B 1978 78 82 ST88 || A1976| 80
! A 1978 73 77 ST 83 A1978% 75
I
i 12. Pennsylvania || GVWR >7000 Ibs, and/
f or towed vehicle 90 a2 Al-1:73( 90
.‘ Motorcycle 90 92 Al-1.73) 90
; Any other vehicle and/ 82 86 Al-173] 84
| or towed vehicle

B ~ Before
A ~ After

T Sy i e et e
R

o

IS - Level Street
N/§S — Not Specified

N/A — Not Applicable
ST - Stationory Test
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RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

Table 3 summarizes those stuates that have acoustic requirements for the operation and
sale of recreational vehicles, including snowmobiles, Table 4 lists detailed noise criteris with

respect to operation and new sales.
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Table 3
SUMMARY OF STATES WITH RECREATIONAL VEHICLE
NOISE REGULATIONS
State Snowmobiles Other wiloml Vehicles
Operation Sale Opemtion Sale
California X X
Colorado X X
Connecticut X X
lowa X X
Maine X
Masschusetts X X X X
Michigan X X
New Hampshire X
h—z)rcgon X X
Yermont X
Wisconain X
5.

TRV
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Table 4

STATE RECREATIONAL AND OFF-ROAD
VEHICLE NOISE REGULATIONS

(All levels in dBA measured at 50 fect unless noted otherwise)

Criteria Vehicle Operation New Sules
T Effcetive | Maximum | Mfg. Maximum Comments

State yoe Date Level Date Level

1. Federal None None Naone None

2. California Snowmohile | A 1972 32 N/S NfS

Off-Road N/S NS [Al1-172 92
Sell Frop. Al173 88
A 1173 26
3. Colorado QT-Road N/S B6* ALl g6 * Over 35 mph
Self Piop, 82** |A1-1.73| B4 |*sUnder 35 mph
Al1-74 79
A 1.1-75 4
4, Connecticut Snowmobiles| B 1-1-75 82 Test procedutes - SAE
A l1-75 73 Recommended Prac-
tice 1192 “Exteriot
Off-Road BI1-1-75 80 Sound Level for Snow-
Selfl Prop, Al.1.75 73 mobiles”

3. lowa Snowmobiles|] NfS 86 AT173 82 Test procedure - Kules
to be adopted by Com-
mission

6. Maine Snowmobile A 10-1-713 82 Test progedure - SAE

A 2-1-75 78 Recommended Prac-
tice J192

7. Massachusetts | Snowmobile | N/S 73 N/S 73 Test progedure - 1SIA
(Jan 69) “Procedure

OIT-Road N/S 73 NfS 73 for Sound Level Mea-

Self Prop. surements of Snow-
mobiles” or other
standard for measure.
ment as registrar of
maotor vehicles adopts

N/§ -- Not Specified; B — Before

N/A — Not Applicable: A~ After

6
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Table 4 (Cont.)

STATE RECREATIONAL AND OFF-ROAD
VEHICLE NOISE REGULATIONS

(All levels in dBA measured at 50 feet unless noted otherwise)

........... b b e i At B £

Criteria Vehicle Operation New Sales
T Effective |Maximum| Mfg. Maximum Comments
State ype Date Level Date Level
8, Michigan Snowmobiles| N/S 82 A2L1T2 82 Test procedute - SAE
Practice J192
9. New Hampshire| Off-Road AT1-73 82 Test procedure - [SIA
Self Prop. (A 7-1-78 73 (Jan 69) *Sound Level
A 7-1-43 70 Measurements of Snow-
mobiles” or other stan-
dard of measurement
: as adopted by comumi-
. sioner
: 10, Oregon Snowmaobile 1975 82
! 1976-1978 78
; A1978 75
T Oif-Road B 1975  |94%[88** * stationary al 25 feet
! Self Prop, 1976 91/85 **muoving at 50 fect
| 1976-1978 | 88/82
. A 1978 83/77
, 11. Vermont Snowmobiles| 9-1.72 82 No test procedure
i 9-1-73 to be given
- estab,
12. Wisconsin Snowmobiles A71-72 82 Test procedure - SAE
}‘ AT175 78 J19%
;
N/S -—NotSpecificd; B - Before
A = After
f 7
i
¢
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LAND USE REGULATIONS

At this writing there are only ive states that have land use noise regulations in effect.
However, 21 states have passed appropriate legislation to enable the development of regu-
lations, Table 5 summarizes the ambient noise criteria of existing state regulations.

Table §

STATE LAND USE NOISE REGULATIONS

{Adl levels in dBA unless noted otherwise)

Ctiterin Maximum Coniinuous || Max, Nois Max.
J: ':: E:;:::iu Noise Level Impulse Comment
State Ly L, L mux Nolse
1. California || Large B 1-1-76 BO Existing
Alrports A 1-1-76 15 Existing
A 1-1-8] 76 Existing
A l-1-86 '] Existing
Small B 1-1-76 70 Existing
Alrparts A 1-1-76 65 Existing
New 65
Airporis CNEL
2, Colotado Tun/Tpm | Tpm/7am
Resldential N/S 55 50 Exempts A/C
L,, 65 N/A Exempts A/C
Commerciul NIS 60 55 Exempts A/C
Ly 70 N/A Exempts A/C
Light H/S 70 65 Exempts A/C
Indust, L, 80 N/A Exempts A/C
Industrinl N/S 80 18 Includes rail-
Lag 90 N/A road right-of-
ways, '
7am 10pm .
. i fam
3. Miinots 7am/10pm | 10pm{7am 10pm Tam
Class A 8.9.73 *55 *45 50 45 From Cluss A
(Resident) 55 45 50 From Class B
5] *51 57 FromClass C
Class D B-9.73 *55 Ni§ 50 45 From Class A
(Commer- *6] NS 57 FromClass B
cial) *66 N/ 57 From Class C
AJC — Alcralt; RR - Raiiroad; NfA — Not Applicable;
AP~ Airporis; N/§ — Not Specified; A - After; B — Before

*Estimated from Octuve Dand SPL (dB) data
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Table 5§ {Cont.)

STATE LAND USE NOISE REGULATIONS

(All levels in dBA unless noted otherwise)

Criterls Maximum Continuous {|Max, Nolse Max,
b‘:a"de E'Il;:::i" Nojse Level Tmpluse Comment
State B Ld Ln L max Noise
3. llinois Jam  10pm
(Cont.) Tam/10pm|!0pm/Tam itpm  7am
Class C 8973 "4l N/S 56 46 Il FromClass A
{Industrial) *Gi N/S 61 From Class B
*70 N/S 65 From Class C
4, New Tam/10pm [10pm/7am
Jersey' [| Residential || 1-1B-74 65 55 80 Also Octave
1:1-76 50 80 Band Levels
Commercial 65 80 Also Qctave
Band Levels ,
5. Oregon Tam/10pm, {1 0pm/7am Includes opera- :
: Al Private 60 55 tion of all motor :
i Property vehicles. !
:
! AJC ~ Alreraft; RR - Railroad; ;
: AP~ Almponts; N/5 - Not Specified; A ~ After; B ~ Before ,

*Estimated (rom Octave Band SPL (dB) data
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GENERAL NOISE REGULATIONS

States with acoustical criteria for a varicty of circumstances are listed below,

California — Regulation of Sirens

Sirens shall meet the following sound level output at 100 fect,

Class A Siren Class B Siren
On the Axis 100 dBA 90 dBA
45 degrees rom the Axis 95 dBA 83 dBA

Class A sirens shall be mounted outside, behind the grille, or under the hood,

Class B sirens shall be mounted outside ar between the grille and the radiator with the
horn opening facing forward, paralle] to the road and vehicle centerline.

Missouri

The use by the license of any public speaking system, transmitter, sound device, or any
other type of device, mechanical or electric, to emit and direct music, spoken words, sounds,
or noise of any kind, either from the inside or outside of the permitted premises to the side-
walks, streets, or areas joining the licensed premises in excess of 85 dBC measured at the point
of emission from the instrament emanating the sound is prohibited; provided further, that all
sound of whatever nature hereinabove mentioned shall not be in excess of 75 dBC measured
at a distance of 40 feet from the instrument emanating such sound.,

Oregon - Standard for Wilderness Areas

No person engaped in an activity other than emergency or recreational within a wilderness
area shall cause, suffer, allow or permit the emission of noise from any source or sources
which noise causes the maximum ambient sound pressure level to exceed 50 dBA at any point
at least 50 feet from any source,

Subject to permit requirements, the Depariment may permit . . . from any source or

sources cuusing the maximum ambient sound pressure level to exceed 50 (BA at any point
50 feet from any source, but not to exceed 75 dBA at such distance.

10
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INTRODUCTION

The following dats summarize existing noise control regulations of local jurisdictions,
Tables 6 and 7 address noise regulations for self-propelled motor vehicles registered for
operation on streets and highways. Table 8 lists those local jurisdictions having explicit
regulations governing the operation of snowmobiles and other off-road recreationat vehicles,
Table 9 summarizes those communities having intrusive noise regulations and identifies
major sources and the respective limits placed upon them,

There are currently in excess of 54 local jurisdictions with existing land-usce noise vegu-
lations and approximately 100 more that have enabling legislation permitting the develop-
ment of noise regulations. Because of the large number of communitics, detailed listings of
acoustic criteria regarding zoning are not provided here, However, Table 10 presents a
summary of those communities with existing land-use noise regulations along with their
principal noise dekcriptors, Specific regulations should be consulted for detailed information,

Table 11 lists those local communities with noise regulations govetning construction
equipment and on-site activities. Again, the reader is directed to specific regulations for

detailed acoustic criteria,

Finally, there is a summary of miscelluneous noisc regulations that cannot be readily
classified in the preceding tables.

It should be noted that the following local jurisdictions’ noise regulations may.be
subject to preemption by either Federal or state regulations, or by both,

11
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Table 6

SUMMARY OF LOCAL JURISDICTIONS
WITH MOTOR VEHICLE NOISE REGULATIONS

Community Vehice Snfe of New
Operatjon Vehicles

Anchorage, Alagka X X

Birmingham, Michigan X

Boston, Massachusetts X

Boulder, Colomdo X

Broward Co., Florida X

Chicago, Wlinois X X

Colorado Springs, Colorado X ;
Cook Ca., lilincis X X '
Honolulu, Hawaii X :
Kalamazao, Michigan X

Kansas City, Missouri X

Grand Raplids, Michigan X X

Lakewood, Colorado X

Lincoln, Nebragka X :
Marengo, Winois X ‘
Minneapolis, Minnesota X i
New York, New York X

Rockford, linois X X

Salt Lake City, Utah X X
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Fable 7

LQCAL JURISDICTION NOISE REGULATIONS
FOR SELF PROPELLED MOTOR VEHICLES

(All levels in dBA measured at 50 [t. unless noted otherwise)

) Vehicl @ Operation New Sales
utisdiction ehicle Effeclive Date Max.
Type/Wt, Date <35 mph 1 >35 mph Other Mg, Leyel
1. Alaska, Bamf pm 51974 85
Anchorage All 85
8 pm/8 am
10
2, Colorado, GVWR
Colarado <10,000 lbs. 80 @ <45 mph
Springs and >10,000 Ibs 88 @ <45 mph
Lakewood
3, Florida, GVWR 94 96
Broward County| >B000 Ibs Al-1-78 1] 90
Moatorcycle 88 92
Al-1.78 82 86
Other B2 a8
Al1.78 76 82
4, Hawaii,
Huenoluly GVWR Truck Routes
Island of Oahu | >6000 tbs All74 D84 84 88
E84
NT73
Al171 D75 75
E&7
NG5
GVWR "
<6000 Ihs B1.3.77 62 @<25 75 @40 - '5:
na@3w| mvas & B
73@35| B3I@>60 gg
B
GVWR AL | gl@<as| 67@d0| T E
<6000 Ihs 63@30( T1@S0 R*
65 @351 75 @>60
D —~ Day; E -~ Evening; N — Night; A = After; B — Before

Biprasbebrsen
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